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today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, December 15, 2022, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, December 
15, 2022, at 9 a.m., to conduct a business 
meeting. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 
The Special Committee on Aging is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, December 
15, 2022, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON AFRICA AND GLOBAL HEALTH 

POLICY 
The Subcommittee on Africa and 

Global Health Policy of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, December 15, 2022, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a classified briefing. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CHEMICAL SAFETY, WASTE 

MANAGEMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE, AND 
REGULATORY OVERSIGHT 
The Subcommittee on Chemical Safe-

ty, Waste Management, Environmental 
Justice, and Regulatory Oversight of 
the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, December 15, 2022, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that Jonathan McKer-
nan, a detailee on the Banking Com-
mittee, be given floor privileges 
throughout the remainder of this Con-
gress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that floor privi-
leges be granted to David Rosner—he is 
a FERC detailee with my staff on the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources—effective immediately 
through the end of Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

BANNING OPERATIONS AND 
LEASES WITH THE ILLEGIT-
IMATE VENEZUELAN AUTHORI-
TARIAN REGIME ACT 

Mr. KING. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 96, S. 688. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 688) to prohibit contracting with 
persons that have business operations with 
the Maduro regime, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

Mr. KING. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Scott substitute amendment 
at the desk be considered read and 
agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 6543) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Banning Op-
erations and Leases with the Illegitimate 
Venezuelan Authoritarian Regime Act’’ or 
the ‘‘BOLIVAR Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON CONTRACTING WITH 

PERSONS THAT HAVE BUSINESS OP-
ERATIONS WITH THE MADURO RE-
GIME. 

(a) PROHIBITION.—Except as provided in 
subsections (b), (c), and (d), the head of an 
executive agency may not enter into a con-
tract for the procurement of goods or serv-
ices with any person that the head of an ex-
ecutive agency determines, with the concur-
rence of the Secretary of State, knowingly 
engages in significant business operations 
with an authority of the Government of Ven-
ezuela that is not recognized as the legiti-
mate Government of Venezuela by the 
United States. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The prohibition under 

subsection (a) does not apply to a contract 
that the Secretary of State determines— 

(A) is necessary— 
(i) for purposes of providing humanitarian 

assistance to the people of Venezuela; 
(ii) for purposes of providing disaster relief 

and other urgent life-saving measures; or 
(iii) to carry out noncombatant evacu-

ations; or 
(B) is in the national security interests of 

the United States. 
(2) SUPPORT FOR UNITED STATES GOVERN-

MENT ACTIVITIES.—The prohibition in sub-
section (a) shall not apply to contracts that 
support United States Government activities 
in Venezuela, including those necessary for 
the maintenance of United States Govern-
ment facilities in Venezuela, or to contracts 
with international organizations. 

(3) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary of State shall notify the appropriate 
congressional committees of any contract 
entered into on the basis of an exception pro-
vided for under paragraph (1). 

(c) OFFICE OF FOREIGN ASSETS CONTROL LI-
CENSES.—The prohibition in subsection (a) 
does not apply to a person that has a valid li-
cense to operate in Venezuela issued by the 
Office of Foreign Assets Control. 

(d) AMERICAN DIPLOMATIC MISSION IN VEN-
EZUELA.—The prohibition in subsection (a) 
does not apply to contracts related to the op-
eration and maintenance of the United 
States Government’s consular offices and 
diplomatic posts in Venezuela. 

(e) WAIVER.—The Secretary of State may 
waive the requirements of subsection (a) if 
the Secretary of State determines that to do 
so is in the national interest of the United 
States. 

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs and the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on 
Homeland Security and the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives. 

(2) BUSINESS OPERATIONS.—The term ‘‘busi-
ness operations’’ means engaging in com-
merce in any form, including acquiring, de-
veloping, maintaining, owning, selling, pos-
sessing, leasing, or operating equipment, fa-
cilities, personnel, products, services, per-
sonal property, real property, or any other 
apparatus of business or commerce. 

(3) EXECUTIVE AGENCY.—The term ‘‘execu-
tive agency’’ has the meaning given the term 
in section 133 of title 41, United States Code. 

(4) GOVERNMENT OF VENEZUELA.—(A) The 
term ‘‘Government of Venezuela’’ includes 
the government of any political subdivision 
of Venezuela, and any agency or instrumen-
tality of the Government of Venezuela. 

(B) For purposes of subparagraph (A), the 
term ‘‘agency or instrumentality of the Gov-
ernment of Venezuela’’ means an agency or 
instrumentality of a foreign state as defined 
in section 1603(b) of title 28, United States 
Code, with each reference in such section to 
‘‘a foreign state’’ deemed to be a reference to 
‘‘Venezuela’’. 

(5) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means— 
(A) a natural person, corporation, com-

pany, business association, partnership, soci-
ety, trust, or any other nongovernmental en-
tity, organization, or group; 

(B) any governmental entity or instrumen-
tality of a government; and 

(C) any successor, subunit, parent entity, 
or subsidiary of, or any entity under com-
mon ownership or control with, any entity 
described in subparagraph (A) or (B). 

(g) TERM OF APPLICABILITY.—This section 
shall apply with respect to any contract en-
tered into during the three-year period be-
ginning on the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

Mr. KING. I ask that the bill be con-
sidered read a third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

Mr. KING. I know of no further de-
bate on the bill, as amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing none, the bill having been 
read the third time, the question is, 
Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (S. 688), as amended, was 
passed. 

Mr. KING. I further ask that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SAVING MONEY AND ACCEL-
ERATING REPAIRS THROUGH 
LEASING ACT 

Mr. KING. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 486, S. 2793. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 
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